INTRODUCTION

Guessing the Meaning of Words from the Context
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TEXT:
Guessing the Meaning of Words
(s1) Knowing how to use a dictionary is an important
skill. (s2) However, if you looked up every word you do not
know in the dictionary, you would take a very long time to
finish what you were reading. (s3) Sometimes, the word is
not important and you do not need to know what it means to
understand what you are reading. (s4) Other times you can
guess the meaning from information (a Clue) in the word
itself or in the passage (the ConteXt)l without looking it up in ~'context (n) —
the dictionary. (s5) So, there are two kinds of context clue Lﬁ?"e]ﬂﬂh
which can help you to guess the meaning of a word in a
passage, INternal” context clues and external’ context clues. *internal (adj) -
Ml
*external (adj) -
NMyULDN
TEXT QUESTION:
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Itis 1. i nport ant to know how to use a 2. . But you do not need to look up
every 3. which you do not know or understand. Sometimes you do not
4. to know what a word means to 5. what you are reading. Other times

you can 6. the meaning from the 7.
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EXPLANATION 1: Internal Context Clues: Affixes

4 { 1 o W J o 1 1
n) idou (Clue) Afiogluddwiies qénediadneans

Word = Prefix + Word + Suffix
drink = drink

drinkable = drink + able

undrinkable = un + drink + able

drink (ufn3en (Verb)
un- uag -able Wumnlfaudon (affix)
un- Hu affix Aduwnrhar Gend1 gulassa (prefix)

“abl e 1ffu affix AdEutem Sendr Hede (SUffix)
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Affix
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Prefix — > Word < Suffix

V V

e.g. un- e.g.-able
o QBJJ o A I o .
MMNFINAND pre-, af- wzsuf = nJum fixes
=) 1 dy
mmummma”lﬂu
Affix means to add to
Prefix means 1.

2. means to add after
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¥) prefix Way suffix 1Wasuanuwinenazunasalasuwihi (function) m
Tnnsalvesiii lwandae 1w

1. -abl e ulaoumnIoniludnudnd (adjective) nazinanuwinediu
“p1ilu'ld” (able to be)
2. un- dsuarvinediu <1 (not)

EXERCISE 1:

v
undri nkabl e #U18AIIUIT not able to be drunk ﬁma"lﬂﬁwmﬂmm
1081'ls @Weudneuluroaing

. untouchable

. unreadable

. unacceptable

AW N =

. unchangeable

EXPLANATION 2: Internal Context Clues: Roots

Affix @1’1]1“&@]%?]114@81@@111@]7‘]\1 1Y drink ﬂWWNW%']ﬂﬂ']HTﬁWIULLﬁ ﬂiﬂ G]Nu']ll']
45z ﬂaumiummmﬂqy iFon1 sndw (r00t) ﬂ1mmu”lumﬂaamumwﬂmmwauﬂu
prefix, suffix H30N4 prefix Uag suffix LU @mamm@"lﬂu

Prefix + Root + Suffix = Word
-port-

trans + port = transport
port +  able = portable

trans +  port + able =

transportable

1 d”d
ao lTiduanuvuneves trans- 4ay - port -

trans- = across or from place to place

-port- = carry
=S [ 1 dy
EXERCISE 2: mmmummwmmlmﬂma"lﬂu

1. transport
2. portable

3. transportable

3J affix U9 root “Hfﬂ18@]3ﬂ1“ﬁﬁ51@ﬂ11uﬂ1ﬂ1ﬂﬂﬂq‘ﬂ i‘lTVl‘i']“]Jﬂ?ﬁJﬁiﬂElGUfN afﬁx Hag
root maiu Uaney mmimmmmwmmammu il m"lmﬂ&lmuumau”lﬂ UNITeUNIZTAOU
(NN affix AL root A q uae i]wPJﬂhlﬁLlE‘W’]1%ﬂ’J”Illi‘V]UlﬂuLﬂWﬂ’JﬁJW?JWEJGIJE’NﬂWIHﬁG]]l?Ji%ﬂ
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EXPLANATION 3: External Context Clues:

9
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She had al esi on.

v
TudseTontl | esi on nned:
1< o o w 09./’ J I
a. aninjury or wound possible (fuTU1R) Msrdaanuieaniionnduly1a
. . . Y Aq Y dy =\ [}
b. apiece of jewelry  possible mszdeyan 1 luiionnud lune
c. alarge hairy dog  possible
ao lasemilse Temauniidoyamug

She had al esi on on her arm.

| esi on HUBD:

I ' {
a. aninjury orwound  possible YN STRCHN IOl HREAVEETRLIEINI Y
v
b. apiece of jewelry possible ﬁaﬁlﬁmaguumu fariude c
(I T I 1 3
c. a large hairy dog improbable (e 9luvnziulyl1d edelsna

Aul18) auvag b dudlullle
[ d’dS] Q' d? dy
ez Teaniidoyanuauil

She had al esi on on her arm which was bleeding badly.

| esion MWD:

a. aninjuryorwound — 2 cAunzdlulybildam@u VR
b. a piece of jewelry ? Saovdfithdiu )/ 1@fisasneuie,
c. alarge hairy dog improbable b A'lvzidlulllg msznToumnys

A n Y =K ) A
waogaoaoen 1i'ld a 3utudiaeunii

ETIATRSTA L

v o g g oA o o A A 1y o A
2. NUU ‘U’Nﬂﬁ\1ﬂﬂ]uvlﬂllﬂ‘ﬂﬂgLﬂ'lﬂ’:l'lln’ilnﬂsllﬂ\iﬂ11ﬂﬂﬂﬂ'lﬂﬂTfTL!“V]fJEl“ll1\1lﬂfl\1ﬁﬁf)

ludionay (context) fifmfudsingey deufingmuuen (outside) fniiienda
deufiaguendn (external context clug)
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EXERCISE 3:
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1. Sir Richard Burton was an i nt r epi d explorer who risked his life to find out more

about parts of Africa to which no European had ever been before.

intrepid 1WEDN:  (c)
a. experienced c. daring
b. foolish d. weak

. World figures for population changes are very difficult to conpi | e because many
countries do not keep complete records. However, a detailed list of available statistics

is published every year by the United Nations.

conpile 1MW
a. prepare c¢. understand
b. study d. describe

. Many people have tried to unr avel the secrets of sleep without success. Sleep

remains a mystery. Even the sleeper himself cannot say what happens while he is

asleep.
=1
unr avel HUYON:
a. repeat c. test
b. explain d. control

. Drivers on a certain road in England used to have their attention di verted bya

sign which said:-

A MOMENT’S INATTENTION CAUSES ACCIDENTS!

There were so many accidents near the sign that it had to be taken down.

di vert ed NINBD:
a. made better c. turned aside
b. checked up d. added to

9
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w14 external context clue azaelumsinanuvmnevesiiiiiian lihle
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LESSON 1

auassn (prefix) Ao aau (nilavosdn) Maudhantiid (word or stem) iionlasuvso
INANNMANEYRIA 9 WU AddaiaNunevesgldssn HdaduInzianuneuei

AN ) DANINUIY

dyaz: = ~ a = o v 9
luuniiu@aszFouanuninevesgilassaiuaaimsiasniensnizinsaiud iy
(negative meanings) Faldua frun-, in- 7 il- / im / ir- uenon- §UNAAY
4
vuevesglassaluasieae lui

Prefix Meaning Example Translation
I. un- ] un + wise liinana
un + tie ufiia
mﬂ"ff}’qﬂﬁiiﬂ 2. in- | the op}‘iosge of in + capable Eummm
oo & il- (MTINUVY) il  + legal WaANHUY
UARTAIVUDY ) ) ) .
o o L m- im + patient uluawu
NUAIFENA ] ] v a
' ir- — ir + regular lina
vodtAasa 3. non not non + standard ”lﬁ"l?fmm;@m

o
AIDEN

Try to unscramble the letters and then write them in the empty boxes.
EXERCISE 1:

vdsusnusnthiineuiignasludesi

1. The book section contains both fiction (L?BQLL@'\‘I) and non-fiction.

Some of the non-fiction books are

a. Readings in Sociology, Modern Science and Better English Pronunciation
b. Gone with the Wind, David Copperfield ana Robinson Crusoe

2. One of my neighbors always calls on us at the most inconvenient times.

The underlined phrase means the times when you are

a. free

b. busy
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EXERCISE 2:

A o o w A Y a v o Aa Y v
daanmnan1ulu Column B AliaNuvuelnamesnuiindaduldly Column A

RIURNIZA0NT 1UB0919 Jisadananisidinannuuinnnsiuiuilse len

Column A

1. You cannot trust him because
he is unreliable.

2. It flies non-stop from New
York to London.

3. Let’s go to the non-smoker.

4, It’s an improbable situation.

5. Cancer and rabies are

incurable diseases.
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Column B

not likely to happen

place where smoking is forbidden
cannot be depended on

place where there is no smoke
which cannot be cured
untouchable

without stopping



LESSON 2

2
HdaTouANNMNIBY099Ud55A (prefix) V1AW EY UnTiidarzisounnumug

Y
19911998 (suffix) V1962 Funaanurinevodiladelumsreas lail

Suffix Meaning Example Translation
1. -able/ [ able to be V-ed acceptable V> Adj. | 80U vl
-ible L worthy of being V-ed
2. -ive [~ tending to attentive v 7 Adj. E)E]Né:ﬂ%
| belonging to
3. -ous [ full of mountainous N 5 Adj. Lﬁn"lﬂé’hﬂgm
-eous / like UANNUANAT
-ious - having qualities of various V > Adj.

M a o 1 qa.z’ a I
ave (SUﬁIX) UnvzAuien (stem) 15U accept + abl e uNATIMsAvilItedeq

lAsUAIALNAAIY 1¥U neasure + able >

nmeasur abl e

fasedailvwihivessulasulU@ie wu nlasunansoudlugudng wu
attend 1y Verh usd attentive 1ilu adjective

EXERCISE 1:

1 k42
wdenilade (suffix) Alviae luiiAuTugesieldgndes ddaldwauynsnld

1. The river is danger to bathe in.

A

attracted busy people in Singapore.

Radioact

According to a reli

-able (-ible), -ive, -ous

She always gives a negat answer.
Be careful, they are poison plants.

waste is the waste material from nuclear power stations.

report, Thailand’s famous instant noodles have already

6. The ancient Egyptians used to use primit equipment to move huge blocks of

stones.
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EXERCISE 2:

sy Yo A Aq Yy Y < o o o
iNGUﬂlﬁui@]ﬂi@ﬂﬂ‘ﬂE]ﬂ‘VIGlﬁll’JGl‘L!’Nm‘U mmmmmwmamw‘ﬂi]imnmvn

1. It is Sunday morning and Anne is on her way to church with a Bible in her hand. She
is (attractive, religious, sensible).

2. The salesman says he cannot give you your money back for the gift you bought
yesterday because it is not (refundable, expensive, luxurious).

3. Wira always has an upset stomach before he takes an exam and is sometimes so
worried that he can’t come to class. He is a (persuasive, dependable, nervous) person.

4. Mana bought his wife a Swiss watch, a diamond ring and a new model sports car. All
his gifts are (expensive, numerous, helpful).

5. Some chemicals have been added to the water to make it safe to drink. The water is

now (drinkable, delicious, doubtful).
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LESSON 3

HdaiounnunueveglassniuaninsUias (negative prefixes) A2 UaAN
a ] ' 4 o I 1 [}
AT prefix UAT suffix VUANTINANIN (stems) iNoas19dWN wn'ld 1o

Prefix Stem Suffix New Words
un- accept -able unacceptable
non- product -ive nonproductive
in- act -ive inactive
un- ambit(ion) -ious unambitious

EXERCISE:

Y
ANTe8nys 193 (crossword puzzle) s Uil Tnaidongiassn (prefix) un-

non- Mg in- uaY (suffix)—able, -ive, -ious ﬁgﬂ&’m
S
] 6
1 R[E[A[s[O[N] | [ | |
1
R 2| | [alr[r[r][af[c[T] [ | |
E P
i (0]
K| 4t [e[x[ple[N[s] [ [ |
S |
s [ Iv]r[s] || 0]
- N
Across: 1. Their demands for an increase in salary were ___reason .
2. Dull colors are ___attract  to children.
3. The magician disappeared by making himself __ vis .
4. expens __ means low priced.
Down: 5. This pan is made of aluminum; it’s ___break .

6. These gases are __poison .
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LESSON 4

9
%

v . '] . oA ' ,
uniiidavziSeunuvueves (refixes) Mmerdostiudmmiangs (place) ¥a'ldun

trans-, tele-, inter-, e(x)-, in-(imM- uag md-
Prefix Meaning Example Translation
Yy A 9 9y o ]
1. trans- across transplant 419N (GluhlﬁJ, 0YITUDITINNY)
[ 4
2. tele- far, distant telephone TnsAnm
3. inter- between, among | interweave no
4, e(x)- out, out of extract, A100n
emigrate §reeannIndu
5. in-(im)- | in intake, implant Lm!,“fl}i, #la
6. mid- in the middle of | midland, aoUNa1NUolsEIng
. A A
midnight MNYIAU
EXERCISE:

Pairoj and Jerry had an unforgettable experience. To find out what happened to them fill

in each blank with one of the following words.

transformed midway installed
interstate telephoto interview
transmission exchanged

Last summer Pairoj and Jerry, two reporters, tookan 1.  trip
across the United States. They 2. their old manual car for one with
an automatic 3. . They also had an air-conditioner4. ____in the
car to make them more comfortable. They tooka5.  lens along
with them to photograph interesting sights. They stopped 6.  to
stay at an isolated castle which had been 7. into a hotel.
Unexpectedly, they had a chanceto 8. the owner of the hotel who

happened to be an Oscar-winning movie star.
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LESSON 5

Pay attention to the meanings and parts of speech of the following suffixes.

Suffix Meaning Example
1. -ful full of, having, giving | hope _, hopeful
2. -less without, not giving speech —» speechless LI N —  Adi.
3. -y love — lovely
having the qualities of
4. -ate passion ~—>  passionate | |
5. -ly ina ..... manner strange  —>  strangely Adi. — Adv.
oy SUFFIXES -ful,  -less, -1y uaz -ate M 9 Wuazlasuanmuu

< o o -4 . . 4 a H
(nouns) U AUANIN (adjectives) taziiody suffix - |

{ I o A
nlasud el (adverbs)

EXERCISE:
Fill in each blank with one of the following suffixes; - f ul , -less, -ly aqa-ate.

1. The boy is having a sleep night 2. The boy hurt himself because he was
because he is afraid of ghosts. not care .

3. This dog is very affection with 4. The boy is enjoying himself. He looks
his master. cheer .

5. Look at these two boys. They are 6. The bird that is offering the dog a
watching T.V. attentive . flower is very friend .
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