2202242 Introduction to the Study of English Poetry
Puckpan Tipayamontri

Semester I, 2007
BRK 1106.1

Group 3
Office Hours: M 1-3, W 3-4

Thursday, June 28, 2007
Phone: 0 2218 4703

Words, Feeling, Meaning, the Senses, and Associations
E-mail: puckpan.t@chula.ac.th

Convoy

Draw the blanket of ocean

Over the frozen face.

He lies, his eyes quarried by glittering fish,

Staring through the green freezing sea-glass

At the Northern Lights,
5

He is now a child in the land of Christmas:

Watching, amazed, the white tumbling bears

And the diving seal.

The iron wind clangs round the ice-caps,

The five-point Dog-star
10

Burns over the silent sea,

And the three ships

Come sailing in.

--Charles Causley (1917-2003)

1.
Charles Causley wrote this poem for a sailor he knew who died in World War II.  Death, usually associated with sadness, is here linked with a season of joy.  Consider “land of Christmas” as a metaphor for death and the final image of “the three ships / Come sailing in.”  What do three ships have to do with Christmas?  How would you characterize the speaker’s tone of voice in light of this connotation?
2.
Though compared to his modern poet peers Causley, not having gone to Oxford or Cambridge, may seem less sophisticated and learned, he shows that his poetry can be read at both the literary level and the non-literary.  For example, the word “burns” (l. 11) looks a bit strong and out of place for the star, but perhaps Causley is playing with less apparent meanings.  What can you find to help us appreciate better the connection between Dog-star and burn?
3.
What is the Latin name for Northern Lights?  Does that meaning seem appropriate to or enrich the imagery of the three ships in any way? 

