2202242  Introduction to the Study of English Poetry

First semester, 2008

Assignment 2  (15 points)

Name 
 Number 
 Group 

Read the following poem and answer the questions below.

From Smoke and Steel
Pearl cobwebs in the windy rain,


in only a flicker of wind,


are caught and lost and never known again.


A pool of moonshine comes and waits,
    

but never waits long: the wind picks up
5

loose gold like this and is gone.


A bar of steel sleeps and looks slant-eyed


on the pearl cobwebs, the pools of moonshine;


sleeps slant-eyed a million years,


sleeps with a coat of rust, a vest of moths,
10


a shirt of gathering sod and loam.


The wind never bothers … a bar of steel.


The wind picks only … pearl cobwebs … pools of moonshine.

--Carl Sandburg (1878–1967)

1.
(4 points)  List the four images that begin each stanza.  If there is a metaphor or simile attached to it, give the metaphor or simile.

a.


b.


c.


d.

2.  (3 points)  Choose a personified image in Sandburg’s poem and show what human qualities are given to it.
3.
(6 points)  How does personification affect the emotion of the poem?  Issues you can discuss in your analysis of personification include value(s), nature, industry, time, and blame.

4.
(2 points)  Did you like this poem?  Which part, words, or aspects of it impressed you?

