Course Syllabus

1.
Course Number
2202350

2.
Course Credit
3 credits   3 (3-0-6)

3.
Course Title
Selected Topics in English Literature: Amitav Ghosh



(SEL TOPIC ENG LIT)

4.
Faculty/Department
Faculty of Arts/Department of English

5.
Semester
Second

6.
Academic Year
2010

7.
Instructor
Puckpan Tipayamontri



(BRK 1106.1, office hours: M 1–3, Tel. 0-2218-4703,



puckpan.t@chula.ac.th)

8.
Condition
Prerequisite: 2202234 Introduction to the Study of English Literature or consent of faculty

9.
Status
Elective

10.
Curriculum
Bachelor of Arts

11.
Degree
Undergraduate

12.
Hours/Week
3 hours (Friday 9–12)

13.
Course Description
Analysis and criticism of selected topics in English literature from a social, cultural and literary perspective.

This semester: critical and close reading of Amitav Ghosh’s novels and essays, writings and conversations about his work as well as contemporary criticism to investigate Ghosh’s portrayal of the world, contexts for his writing, and ideas about the novel and their implications on Anglophone literature scholarship, and to explore alternative approaches to Ghosh’s work.

14.
Course Outline

14.1
Learning Objectives/Behavioral Objectives

14.1.1
Students acquire knowledge of a range of Ghosh’s work, both fiction and nonfiction and understand connections between the two groups.

14.1.2
Students acquire some knowledge of the cultural and critical contexts of Ghosh’s work and investigate their impact as approaches to other contemporary Anglophone literature.

14.1.3
Students develop research, critical and analytical skills in engaging with the texts through discussion, oral presentations, and written essays.

14.2
Learning Contents

Week 1
Oct. 29
Reading: The Shadow Lines (beginning–87); “The March of the Novel through History”; Silva and Tickell, “Amitav Ghosh in Interview”; Mondal, “Contexts and Intertexts”; Ashcroft, “Introduction”
Week 2
Nov. 5
Reading: The Shadow Lines (pp. 87–173); Rushdie, Midnight’s Children (Chapter 1–2); Aldama, “An Interview with Amitav Ghosh”
Week 3
Nov. 12
Reading: The Shadow Lines (pp. 173–end); “Four Corners”; “The Ghosts of Mrs. Gandhi”; Somtow, “Variations on an Indian Theme”
Week 4
Nov. 19
Reading: The Calcutta Chromosome (beginning–Chapter 14); “On Arthur C. Clarke” (online); “The Imam and the Indian” 
Week 5
Nov. 26
Reading: The Calcutta Chromosome (Chapter 15–30); Haraway, “Fact and Fiction”; “The Global Reservation” 
Week 6
Dec. 3
Reading: The Calcutta Chromosome (Chapter 31–end) 

Week 7
Dec. 10
No class (Constitution Day)

Week 8
Dec. 17
Reading: The Hungry Tide (beginning–“Moyna”)
Week 9
Dec. 24
Reading: The Hungry Tide (“Crabs”–“A Pilgrimage”) 

Week 10
Dec. 31
No class (New Year’s Eve) 
Week 11
Jan. 7
Reading: The Hungry Tide (“Destiny”–end); Ferdous and Rutsch, “The Chronicle Interview” 
Week 12
Jan. 14
No class (Intervarsity Games: January 10–23, 2010) 
Week 13
Jan. 21
No class (Intervarsity Games: January 10–23, 2010)

Week 14
Jan. 28
Reading: Sea of Poppies (beginning–Chapter 7); “Petrofiction”
Week 15
Feb. 4
Reading: Sea of Poppies (Chapter 8–12)
Week 16
Feb. 11
Reading: Sea of Poppies (Chapter 13–18)
Week 17
Feb. 18
Reading: Sea of Poppies (Chapter 19–end)
Week 18
Feb. 25
Presentations

Final paper due (5–7 pp.)

14.3
Method

14.3.1
Lecture and discussion
70 percent

14.3.2
Brainstorming and discussion of
25 percent


case study so that students learn to


analyze and solve problems

14.3.3
Making a summary of the main points
5 percent


or presentation of the results of researching


or the assigned tasks

14.4
Media

14.4.1
Transparencies and opaque sheets


14.4.2
PowerPoint presentations


14.4.3
Internet media


14.4.4
Audio CDs, DVDs, CD-ROM


14.5
Assignment through Network System

Students may submit assignments by e-mail.

14.6
Evaluation

14.6.1
Assessment of Academic Knowledge
20
percent

(two short in-class essays on given questions)

14.6.2
Assessment of Work and Classroom Activities
30
percent

(attendance, participation, presentations)

14.6.3
Assessment of the Assigned Tasks
25
percent

(at least 4 reading responses, other)

14.6.4
Final paper (5–7 pp.)
25
percent

Plagiarism Policy: Plagiarism is a serious offence and will be severely penalized in this class.  Plagiarized work will receive zero marks or an F grade.

Grading Policy: Evaluation will be criterion-based, with letter grades assigned according to the following criteria:

	80–100
A

75–79
B+

70–74
B

65–69
C+
	60–64
C

55–59
D+

50–54
D

0–50
F


15.
Reading List

15.1
Required Texts

15.1.1
Course packet (order at the BRK Co-op Photocopy Center)

15.1.2
Ghosh, Amitav.  The Shadow Lines.  1988.  Boston: Mariner Books, 2005.  Print
15.1.3
Ghosh, Amitav.  The Calcutta Chromosome: A Novel of Fevers, Delirium and Discovery.  1995.  New York: Harper Perennial, 2001.  Print.
15.1.4
Ghosh, Amitav.  The Hungry Tide.  2004.  London: HarperCollins, 2005.  Print.
15.1.5
Ghosh, Amitav.  Sea of Poppies.  2008.  London: Hodder, 2009.  Print.
15.2
Supplementary Texts

15.2.1
Ghosh, Amitav.  Incendiary Circumstances: A Chronicle of the Turmoil of Our Times.  2005.  Boston: Mariner Books, 2007.  Print.

15.2.2
Mehrotra, Arvind Krishna, ed.  A History of Indian Literature in English.  London: Hurst and Company, 2003.  Print.

15.2.3
Zaman, Niaz.  A Divided Legacy: The Partition in Selected Novels of India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.  Oxford: OUP, 2000.  Print.

15.3
Research Articles/Academic Articles

See course packet and course website.

15.4
Electronic Media or Websites

15.4.1
http://pioneer.netserv.chula.ac.th/~tpuckpan/350-2010b-amitavghosh.htm

15.4.2
http://www.amitavghosh.com

15.4.3
Bamji, Firdous, narr.  The Hungry Tide.  By Amitav Ghosh.  Recorded Books, 2005.  CD. (at Arts Library)

16.
Teacher Evaluation

16.1
Chulalongkorn University Online Evaluation Form for this semester’s course
16.2
The syllabus is designed after consulting previous evaluations of the SEL TOPIC ENG LIT course and consideration of student requests e.g. adjustments in content, quantity and type of examination and assignments, teaching method.
16.3
Discussion, analysis, and class conduct creating desirable qualifications of Chulalongkorn University graduates: intellectual challenge and academic knowledge; reading, writing, speaking, listening, and critical and analytical thinking skills; ethics; social responsibility. 

