
Name Last Name

Acharn Puckpan Tipayamontri

2202242 Introduction to the Study of English Poetry

December 21, 2007

Final Paper Outline

The Human Voice

Thesis: John Betjeman’s “In Westminster Abbey” is a scathing critique of contemporary British society where even a spiritual activity (prayer) has been corrupted into bribery of god.

I.
Innocent beginning (“vox humana,” “Eden,” “where…statesmen lie”) except first line: “Let me take this other glove off.”

A.
Connotation 1: respect, homage

B.
Connotation 2: aggression

II.
Confirmation of lady’s selfishness

A.
Addressing god: apostrophe

1.
Ordering god: “bomb the Germans”

2.
Ordering god to kill

B.
Role reversal: ironic

1.
God at lady’s mercy: “We will pardon Thy Mistake.”

2.
Self-centered shift from “we” to “me”

III.
Racism couched in concern for safety

A.
Forces are “Gallant blacks from far Jamaica, / Honduras and Togoland”

B.
“Even more, protect the whites”

IV.
Values: contrast in meaning, word play: free not freedom

A.
“Free speech”

B.
“Free passes,” “class distinction”

V.
Outright bribe is empty

A.
Bribe: “I’ll come to Evening Service”

B.
Empty: “Whensoever I have the time”

VI.
Empty promises

A.
Vague: “Help our lads to win the war”

B.
Useless: “Send white feathers to the cowards”

C.
Minimal: “Join the Women’s Army Corps”

D.
Fulfilling promise hinges on future salvation: “wash the Steps around Thy Throne.”

VII.
Empty flattery: “I feel…better” / “What a treat to hear Thy Word”

A.
Does not listen to god, god has not said anything

B.
“And now, dear Lord, I cannot wait / Because I have a luncheon date”  

Conclusion: The human voice that we hear, despite its pious setting, echoes with non-pious material concerns.  Instead of being used for good, its selfish abuse makes it devoid of meaning.

