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“Yet shifts in world view usually occur at a glacial pace. If the cosmography had
really been such a crucial interpretive vehicle, the society could not summarily abandon it
after five hundred years' use. Tempered with a critical view of its contents, and a sense that it
belongs to the Siam of the past, there has been since the mid-nineteenth century an enduring
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101 Thongchai Winichakul, Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-body of a Nation,
Wi ene. MunBIngusuatulusl;

The other side of the emergence of Siam's geo-body was the making of the Others'
space by the imperialists. Through diplomacy and military conquests, they delimited the
extremities of the domain of Siam's space by identifying the limits of domains of their
colonies. The Others surrounding Siam were also concretized and delimited in the same
process. What distinguished Siam from the Others was not language, culture, or religion, since
Siam took over many formerly "foreign" tributaries as parts of its realm. It was simply the
space that was left over from direct colonialism. Siam was the space in-between. This was a

negative identification of the geo-body of Siam. Whether Siam lost its territories to the

imperialists or simply was the loser in the expansionist contest depends on one's perspectives.
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But the indisputable fact remains: the colonial powers helped constitute the present geo-body
of Siam.

The emergence of the geo-body of Siam was not a gradual evolution from the
indigenous political space ot a modern one. It was a displacement of the former by the latter
at various moments both by foreign powers and by the Siamese themselves. Strategically, the
new discourse threathened, destabilized, or simply made the existing discourse ambiguous and
then displaced it. The presence of the geo-body of Siam is an effect of the hegemony of
modern geography and mapping. It is a phenomenon in which a domain of human space has
been inscribed in one way rather than another. This phenomenon will ast as long as the
knowledge that inscribed it remains hegemonic. not only is the geo-body of a nation a modern
creation; if we perceive history in a longue duree of the earth's surface and humankind, it is
also ephemeral. There are other knowledges of space, either residual or emerging, operating to

contend with the geo-body. The presence of the geo-body is always subject to challenge.
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